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Family History Collection Spotlight

By Andrew Johnston, Asst. Dir. of Archives and Special Collections

In Search of . . . A King?
In the Louise Pettus Archives and Special Collections at Winthrop University we assist
hundreds of patrons annually in their genealogical research. The volume of these patrons
soared as the popularity of genealogical research skyrocketed. Many of these researchers
enjoy the hunt of finding family connections and the filling in of puzzle pieces of their
family’s history, often with the hope of finding connections to famous persons and
historical figures.

Great Grandpa
Charlemagne

In this vein, one of the first genealogists I helped when I began my career as an Archivist
claimed that she was a direct descendant of the founder of the Holy Roman Empire,
Charlemagne (c. 748-814). At the time I was very skeptical about the possibility and I
thought this was a rather outlandish claim. The odds have to be miniscule, right?

Unfortunately, I have lost touch with that particular patron and do not know if she
succeeded in making her connection, but after beginning work on my own family’s genealogy, I quickly realized
that her claim was not outlandish at all. In fact, if any of us are of European descent, the odds of being a direct
descendant (let alone an indirect descendant) of Charlemagne are actually pretty decent.
This claim might come across just as hyperbolic as the patron I referenced above, but if you consider that every
direct ancestor has two parents the math begins to work in your favor as the direct ancestors double every
generation. The number of direct relatives is relatively manageable within the first couple of generations, but after
about the seventh generation, the number starts to get pretty unwieldy. You can see how the number of direct
descendants begins to multiply quickly by looking over the chart below.
For example: after the 7th generation you have 128 direct descendants; after the 10th generation, 1024 direct
descendants; after the 15th generation, 32,768 direct descendants; after the 20th generation, 1,048,576 direct
descendants; etc.
If the patron was related to Charlemagne, she would be roughly 37 generations removed (or her 35th great
grandfather). By doubling the number of direct relatives for every generation to determine how many direct
descendants she would have, after 37 generations, over 137. 5 billion possible 1 direct descendants! So it turns out
all she would need to do is find one family connection out of 137,438,953,472 direct descendants to have a direct
line to Charlemagne.
While it would still be pretty entertaining to say that one is a direct descendant of Charlemagne, it turns out that
being related to past royalty is not as unique of a finding as one would have originally thought. Regardless of the
goal of the researcher, the research process itself is a fascinating journey through your family history and who
wouldn’t want to be able to say they have kings and queens in their family tree?
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The true number would be less as every family has married into itself at some point.

For more information on the Manuscript Collection, contact Andrew Johnston, Asst. Director of Archives and Special Collections at
(803) 323-2334 or archives@winthrop.edu.

Quote of the Quarter

On May 26, 1919 twelve women who were all Winthrop Department Heads sent a letter to the Board
of Trustees noting that it has been almost 4 years since their initial letter requesting equal pay for equal
work with their male counterparts.
“…the general recognition of the manifest and unjustifiable discrimination against women, especially
since the exigencies of war [World War I] have brought to the front the undeniable equality of woman’s
work with man’s, the growing sentiment in favor of woman suffrage, and the attitude of the leaders of the
work at the Peace Conference, are forces that will have a powerful tendency, without agitation on our part,
to right this wrong . . .”
For more information concerning the Quote of the Quarter please contact Gina White at (803) 323-2334 or whitegp@winthrop.edu.

A Century Ago…

Editorial from the Chester News August 24. 1920 page 2, col. 1

“The public is familiar with the bitter fight over ratification of the woman suffrage amendment by the
legislature of Tennessee. Saturday night, twenty-five members of the House opposed to suffrage left in a body for
another State in an effort to break the quorum.
The opposition minority, realizing the battle was lost if a session was held, rounded up enough of their
members to break a quorum and left the State to remain until the twenty legislative days of the official session of
the assembly expired.
As to whether the absence of the twenty-five members of the Tennessee House will kill the ratification of
the woman suffrage amendment in Tennessee, we do not profess to say, but we certainly have a very poor opinion
of a legislator who has not got enough “back-bone” to stand to the rack. The place for those twenty-five members
who were sent by the voters of Tennessee is not in Alabama. Their official duty requires that they be in attendance
at the State House and there they should be. We have little time for a set of public officials who run away from
their duty, be it in connection with a suffrage amendment or any other place of legislation.”

From the Processing Archivist
By Carson Cope, Processing Archivist

Dr. Hampton Jarrell
photographed by Joel Nichols

Are you interested in Winthrop history? If so, the Joel Nichols Photographic
Negative Collection is a must see. Joel Nichols, known as “Nick”, was the University
Photographer for Winthrop for 46 years, from 1962 to 2008, when he retired. He is a legend
on campus and his work at Winthrop comprises tens of thousands of photographic negatives
that capture specific persons, places, and events in Winthrop’s history. In addition to student
images, there is a wide array of images that capture faculty and staff that have served
Winthrop University over the years. For example, negatives are present for faculty and staff
from the 1960s such as Miss Telma Malone [Assoc. Professor of Home Economics 19421970] and Dr. Hampton M. Jarrell [English professor 1932-1970] all the way to the 2000s
such as Dr. Jane White and Dr. Susanne Okey of the College of Education. Of course,
Nichols extensive coverage of faculty and staff are not the only images available, the negatives also cover a wide
range of Winthrop events and history. The collection contains negatives that detail past Blue Line processions,
President’s receptions, physical education activities, and building construction projects such as that of the
Thomson Hall construction during the 1964-1965 school year. Additionally, there are a variety of negatives
highlighting different shots of campus, for instance, Crawford Infirmary, Byrnes Auditorium, and Bancroft Hall,
just to name a few. If you are interested in viewing portions of this collection, please do not hesitate to make an
appointment to see the collection. We look forward to seeing you!

For more information on collections being processed, contact Carson Cope at archives@winthrop.edu or (803) 323-2334

Recently Processed

By Drew Russell, Special Project Archivist

Accession 1421 – Dr. David M. Lowry Papers
Dr. David M. Lowry is the Parish Musician of the Church of the Good
Shepherd in Columbia, South Carolina and the principal Anglo-Catholic parish of
the Episcopal Diocese of Upper South Carolina. He is Professor of Music,
Emeritus, at Winthrop University, Rock Hill, S.C., where he held an appointment
from 1965 until his retirement in 2012. He also worked as Music Director of the
York County Choral Society in Rock Hill until his retirement also in 2012.
In his more than three decades at Winthrop, Dr. Lowry trained many fine
students leading to careers in church music, education, and the concert field. He
continues to be a leader in the Association of Anglican Musicians (AAM) for
which is has been its president, the Royal School of Church Music, for which he
is currently secretary of the board of directors for RSCM in America, and several
facets of the American Guild of Organists (AGO) and the Episcopal Church.
Dr. Lowry has demonstrated his zeal for the support of composers by commissioning and performing their
works, including AAM members David Ashley White, Robert J. Powell, Nicholas White, and Gary Davison. With
partial retirement, he searches for even more effective support of creative works for organ, chamber groups, and
chorus.
Dr. Lowry holds a Bachelor of Music degree from Baldwin-Wallace College, Cleveland; a Master of
Sacred Music (SMM) from Union Theological Seminary, New York; and a Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA) from
the University of North Texas. Summer studies in Haarlem, the Netherlands, and New College, Oxford have

played important roles in the direction his career has taken him.
The Dr. David M. Lowry Papers consist of lecture notes, photographs from his various organ recitals,
papers written as a student, and information documenting the restoration project of the D.B. Johnson Memorial
Organ at Winthrop. The collection also contains photographs and documentation concerning the installation of the
Gabriel Kney Organ in Winthrop’s Barnes Recital Hall. Dr. Lowry’s book A Short History of the Pipe Organs at
Winthrop also resides in this collection to give the researcher a unique view of the music department at the
university.
For more information, contact the Pettus Archives at archives@winthrop.edu or (803) 323-2334

Rare Book Collection Spotlight

By Gina Price White, Dir. of Archives and Special Collections

History of Woman Suffrage

The History of Woman Suffrage is a work produced by Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Matilda
Joslyn Gage, and Ida Husted Harper. It was published in six volumes between 1881 and 1922 and is primarily a
history of the fight for the 19th Amendment giving women the right to vote in the United States, although other
struggles for equal suffrage are briefly covered. The six volumes cover the fight from its beginnings in 1848
through the ratification of the 19th Amendment in 1920. The volumes contain speeches, letters, reminiscences,
commentaries, and other material and history. Although its nearly 6000 pages are a good source for primary
resources concerning the movement, it is written from the perspective of the arm of the movement that Stanton and
Anthony led and has little information concerning other groups. Pettus Archives rare book collection contains
volumes 4, 5, and 6 which were published 1902 and 1922.
For more information on the Rare Book Collection, contact Gina White, Director of Archives and Special Collections at (803) 323-2334 or archives@winthrop.edu.

News Flash from the Past

By Gina Price White, Dir. of Archives and Special Collections

Football at Winthrop? In 1926? Not possible, you may say. But, it did indeed occur. On October 2, 1926 in
the Winthrop College Stadium, Davidson College played Presbyterian College. The game was sponsored by the
Frank Roach Post of the American Legion. The Winthrop Stadium was located in the area between the DiGiorgio
Student Center and the Amphitheater on what is now the Campus Green. Winthrop’s founder and first president,
D. B. Johnson, attended the game with a party of invited guests. Their entrance into the game was impeded a bit as
is described in the following article that appeared in the October 9, 1926 issue of the Johnsonian:

“Debe” Intercepted By Guard On Athletic Field
“On Saturday, President Johnson, upon entering the athletic field for the Davidson – P.C. game, was taken
to task by a guard whose duty it was to direct traffic. It seems that President Johnson, with Mrs. Johnson and his
invited guests, were entering the grandstand by an entrance other than that designated by the American Legion,
which organization had charge of the game and the policing of the grounds. The guard, quite unaware of the
identity of the distinguished President and his guests, informed him that he would have to go around to another
entrance. President Johnson assured him that he would gladly do it, as he wanted to abide by the rules. He also
commended the young man for devotion to duty and remarked that he liked to see officials carry out their official
obligations. With this remark, the President and his company passed on down the field and entered the presidential
box by the approved route. The young man was informed of the identity of the President and his party after they
had passed and upon being informed that at his request the President of Winthrop College had walked a
considerable distance to conform to the regulations, he displayed considerable chagrin and embarrassment. But
President Johnson felt otherwise about it. He commended the young man again when he went out and told him that
he would like to have such as him as a regular employee of Winthrop College.”
To see issues of The Johnsonian with this story and other information on the football game, follow these links:
Oct 2, 1926; Oct 9, 1926

For more information on the Winthrop newspaper files in the Archives contact Gina Price White, Dir. of Archives at (803) 323-2334 or
archives@winthrop.edu.

University Collection Spotlight
By Kaitlin Burdette, Archivist

Can you read this?
I have slowly gotten used to the many different
handwritings filling these pages. These are pages from a
Winthrop register book, noting the name, address, guardian,
and entrance information for each student who attended
classes at Winthrop. More importantly, the registers are
often the only record that we have of students who chose to
leave early, earn certificates, or attend non-degree seeking
classes. Dating back to 1895, the first class to attend
Winthrop in Rock Hill, the Winthrop registers are one of our
most helpful resources and vital to many inquiries about
alumni and loved ones who attended Winthrop. Until
recently, the only means we had of searching names was to
grab these very large volumes and search the name based on
the information provided. Sometimes, that meant going
through each year until we found the correct person. While
we always tried to find the answer quickly, it was not a very
efficient method. So, during the past few months, a few of
us at the archives have used this time to enter each name into
a searchable database in order to improve our efficiency and provide answers to the best of our ability. The
database also reduces the wear and tear on these invaluable records of Winthrop’s past. While the register project
is still ongoing, we hope that you will continue to send in all of your questions. And don’t worry, we have all
become excellent at deciphering handwriting! Thank you for reading.

For more information on this collection or other collections in the Louise Pettus Archives, please contact us (803) 323-2334 or archives@winthrop.edu,

or take a look at our website http://libguides.library.winthrop.edu/archives/home

Photographs of the Quarter
By Brittany S. Pigford, Archivist

Kaetrena Davis Kendrick

The Louise Pettus Archives and Special Collections at Winthrop University and Dacus Library are happy to
welcome Kaetrena Kendrick as the new Dean of Dacus Library and Pettus Archives. Dean Kendrick is a 1995
Winthrop graduate and was a student employee at Dacus Library during her time as a student at Winthrop. Dean
Kendrick is not the first Winthrop student to head the library. There have been three other Winthrop students who
went on to lead Winthrop’s library.

Ida Jane Dacus

Ida Jane Dacus entered Winthrop in 1896 as one of three Winthrop students to receive a service scholarship to
work in the library, which at the time only had a small number of books, was located on the third floor of Main
Building, and was not much more than a study hall. Encouraged by Winthrop’s founder and first president, D.B.
Johnson, Dacus was the first South Carolinian to attend a library school and take training to become a professional
librarian. She was responsible for the opening of Winthrop’s first library building, Carnegie Library, now home of
Winthrop’s Rutledge Art Gallery. She expanded Winthrop’s book collection from 200 in 1895 to over 63,000 by
her retirement in 1945. In 1969 Winthrop’s library moved to its present location and was named in honor of
Dacus.

Frances Lander Spain

Frances Lander Spain graduated from Winthrop in 1925. In 1936 she received her bachelor’s degree in library
science from Emory at which time she returned to Winthrop as a librarian and later head of the library and library
science department. She remained at Winthrop until 1949. She later spent two years in Bangkok Thailand where
she is credited by the people of Thailand as being the founder of the modern library services in their country. She
went on to serve for 8 years as the director of children’s services in the New York Public Library. In 1960 she was
elected president of The American Library Association.

Gladys Smith

Gladys Smith graduated from Winthrop in 1918. She returned to Winthrop in 1931 as a librarian and received her
Masters in Library Science from the University of Illinois in 1939. She became the head of Winthrop’s Library
Science department in 1939 and became head librarian of Carnegie Library in 1949 . While working at Winthrop
she compiled an annual index of South Carolina magazine from 1947-1959. She retired from Winthrop in 1963.
Dean Kendrick is the fourth former Winthrop alumna to head the library. She continues the impressive legacy as
the 2019 receipient of the Association of College and Research Libraries’ Academic/Research Librarian of the
Year award.
For more on Dean Kendrick click the link below:
https://www.winthrop.edu/news-events/alumna-kaetrena-kendrick-named-new-dean-of-dacus-library-and-pettusarchives.aspx?fbclid=IwAR0qeSVnu2rQINKefpMJ-I_XrT1muMEukc6-B4PFnnEBpYd-uCI5UbX7P9w
For more information on the Photograph Collection, contact Brittany Pigford, Archivist at (803) 323-2334 or archives@winthrop.edu.

Current Exhibitions

Gina White, Dir., Archives and Special Collections

The March of Justice: Winthrop Women Faculty and Their Struggle for Equal Pay, 1915-1920
During the national struggle for women’s suffrage, there were
women who battled against other injustices against their sex in addition
to exclusion from voting. One such group included women faculty
members at Winthrop. In 1915, 44 women department heads and
professors petitioned the Winthrop Board of Trustees for salary
adjustments to match their pay to their male counterparts. Four years
later, they were still waiting for an answer. In a letter to Winthrop
president D. B. Johnson dated July 24, 1919, Latin professor, Nettie
Wysor, wrote “A few selfish politicians may retard the march of justice,
but they can’t stop it.” The Pettus Archives has put together a virtual
exhibit telling the story of these women.
This is a link to the online exhibit:
https://libguides.library.winthrop.edu/archives/equalpayequalwork
For more information, contact the Pettus Archives at (803) 323-2334 or
archives@winthrop.edu.
6 points from 1915 petition to Board of Trustees

Collegiate Contemplations

By Gina Price White, Dir., Archives and Special Collections

This poem appeared in the March 1921 Winthrop Journal, the literary magazine of Winthrop. It was written
by sophomore, Margaret Ball. She graduated from Winthrop in 1923 with a Bachelor of Arts degree.

A Contrast
Oh, Giant Wind, with your cunning rough laugh,
As you toss the seas in boist’rous fun
Upsetting the hardy fisherman’s craft,
Do you ever think of the harm you’ve done?
Great tyrant Wind, do you never feel shame
When whipping the waves in your noisy game?
But tender Wind on a soft summer’s day,
When the thirsting meadows beckon to you,
You ripple gently midst withering hay,
Bringing sweet promise of thy rain and dew.
As you hide behind a sheltering cloud
Oh, gentle Wind, is your spirit not proud?

For information on the Archives’ collections and holdings, how to donate historical material, or how you can help, contact:
Louise Pettus Archives and Special Collections
Telephone: (803) 323-2334
E-Mail: archives@winthrop.edu Website: http://libguides.library.winthrop.edu/archives/home
Click here for previous issues of Retrospect

